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Strategic Joint Venture in Clinical trials Laboratory: 
LEAF has assisted Cerba Research to set up a Strategic Joint Venture with  

ACT Genomics 
 
Leaf has assisted Cerba Research to join forces with ACT Genomics under a joint venture model 
to create a purpose-built lab facility in Taiwan covering the Asia Pacific region. 
 
Cerba Research is a leading global clinical trial laboratory services organization owned by Cerba 
HealthCare. This expansion of the precision medicine offering includes central labs, flow 
cytometry, histopathology, and translational science laboratory services.  
 
Leaf has assisted Cerba Research in the drafting of the contractual documentation, structuring 
and negotiation of this cross-border transaction between Europe and Asia.  
  
This joint venture and this strategic alliance will support new growth areas for biotech and pharma 
clients globally and drive better patient outcomes across all phases of clinical trials, confirms 
Jean-Philippe Engel, Partner at Leaf. 
 
The expansion includes investments in a new facility in Taipei and state-of-the-art technologies 
to strengthen capabilities and services offered to Cerba clients. 
 
Mario Papillon, CEO of Cerba Research comments: “This milestone with ACT Genomics validates 
our innovative history as a company. We will support our customers with the latest instrumentation 
and automation — backed by experienced scientists whose ambition and agility to meet patients’ 
needs drive our continuous evolution as a company.” 
 
“We are excited to create a partnership with Cerba Research. Together, we offer a broader range 
of top-notch technologies and services in Asia. The formation of CerbACT Asia echoes our firm 
dedication in the well-being of cancer patients, keen commitment to society, and unequivocal 
embrace of precision medicine,” says Hua Chien Chen, CEO, ACT Genomics. 
 
“This strategic partnership represents a milestone in medical research for Asia and we are proud 
to have assisted in the formation of CerbACT, demonstrating once again the expertise Leaf has 
in cross-border transactions in the medical sector.” said Bruno Grangier, partner at Leaf. 
 
 
About Cerba Research 
Cerba Research is a leading healthcare company with end-to-end drug development and 
diagnostic solutions to optimize R&D drug productivity and commercialization. Providing Early 
phase research, clinical development through central laboratory and diagnostic services, Assay 
and biomarker development and validation. Working with government agencies, non-government 
organisations as well as pharma and biotech organisations to change the shape of clinical 
development. 
Cerba Research is part of Cerba HealthCare, a leading player in medical diagnosis. 
 
For more information: www.cerbaresearch.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mario-papillon-3110597/
http://www.cerbaresearch.com/


 
 
 
 
 
About ACT Genomics 
ACT Genomics is an innovation-driven cancer solution provider in Asia with offices in Taipei, Hong 
Kong, Singapore & Tokyo. With our Next-Generation Sequencing (NGS) technology, CAP-
accredited laboratories, experienced bioinformatics team and proprietary AI algorithms, we 
provide optimal cancer treatment planning, immunotherapy evaluation, cancer relapse & drug 
resistance monitoring, as well as cancer risk assessment services to medical professionals. 
Together, we “Turn Genomics into Action.” 
 
For more information: www.actgenomics.com 
 
About Leaf  
Leaf is a multi-awarded corporate law firm specialized in operations in Asia.  
 
Leaf is advising international corporations and mid-cap enterprises to safely complete their cross-
border operations and their joint-ventures with state-owned and private partners. We also assist 
our clients in their strategic operations across Asia or to structure investments in Asian-based 
start-ups.  
 
The team is composed of international corporate lawyers based in China and in France.  
 
 
For further information 
Jean-Philippe Engel: jp.engel@leaf-legal.com  
Bruno Grangier: b.grangier@leaf-legal.com 
Website: www.leaf-legal.com 
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